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FOREWORD

This study involving an industrial location analysis of Linton,
Indiana, was a joint effort by the School of Business of Indiana
University, Industries for Linton, Inc., and the Greater Linton
Club. It was undertaken at the request of the Linton organiz ations,
and they provided the required funds through the Foundation for
Economic and Business Studies.

Copyright 1955
by the
Foundation for Economic and Business Studies

Dr . W. George Pinnell , Assistant Dean of the School of Business,
directed the study, and he was ably assisted by Dr. Charles H. Spencer
and Dr. Taylor W. Meloan. A number of the citizens of Linton were
extremely helpful in the collection of data and in the preparation of
this final report. Special mention should be made of Mr. George
Greene, Mr. Vance Sappenfield, and Mr. Jack Kennedy.
The results of the study are of primary interest to the people of
Linton, Indiana. However, as a case study, this report may also
have values for other cities which are interested in the analysis of
their potential for industrial development and economic growth.

Price : $1. 00
Arthur M. Weimer, Dean
School of Business
Indiana University
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PREFACE

A report of this type should answer three fundamental questions:
l. Why was the report undertaken? 2. What approach or point of
view has been followed? 3. What value does the completed report
have?
l. The report was undertaken at the request of a group of interested citizens of Linton. This group was concerned with the problem
of obtaining new industry for the community in order to augment
present sources of employment and income.

2. Consistently, the point of view has been that of a firm screening
the community as a possible site for a new plant. Generalities have
been held to a minimum. Objectivity has been given paramount
position in the analysis.
3. It is hoped that the report will serve the essential function of
screening Linton as a possible site for a plant location. Preparation
of the report was conducted along lines laid down by industry for
surveys of communities under consideration for plant locations.
Thus, the report should save industry money and time.
Secondly, the report will serve the community by pointing out
areas of strength and wea kness. I n addition, it will provide an
objective basis for future p l anni n g and action .
No re p ort of thi s type i s an end in itself; it merely serves a s a
means toward an end. In th is case , t h e end is to provid e industry
with a l o cation wh ich will meet th e l ong range objective of m inim izin g costs and maxi m izing p rofit s a n d t o p r ovide t h e c om muni ty
with a s o urce of empl oym e nt a nd income whic h will maintai n a n
acceptable economic position.
These t wo p o s i tions are not antithetic al. In an expanding e c onomy, new plants a re constantly being built. Selection of a good
site will r e su"lt in b e tte r profits to the firm, mor e inc ome to the
c ommunity, and mo re products at lowe r cost to the public.
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SECTION

1

SUMMA R Y

T his -report i s ',a n analy si s of t he desirability of Lint on, India n a,
for industrial plant location purposes . The salient findings of an
Indiana University research group a b out this topic are presented
below.
The Setting. Linton, a city of 6,096 people, is in the southwestern
part of the state. The city has an undeveloped economic potential
resulting from a long, gradual decline of the area's major industry,
coal mining, which has produced a substantial labor surplus. See
pages 12-15.
The People. Approximately 97 per cent of Linton's population is
native white. In 1950, approximately 48 per cent of Linton's population was male while in Greene County the division between sexes
was equal. The median educational level is not significantly different from the national average. See pages 16-19.
The Economy. Agriculture accounts for 20.6 per cent of total
employment; retail trade, 14.6 per cent; mining, 14.2 per cent; and
manufacturing, 10.6 per cent. Other classifications account for
the balance. With the exception of public administration and construction, no industry employs as much as 5 per cent of the total
labor force. The maj or competito rs for local labor are: seven
coal mining companies; three construction firms; two clay products
manufacturing c o mpanies ; and one each manufacturing blankets,
rugs, women's lingeri e , and fracti onal ho rsep ower motors. Only
one i ndu strial firm and. t wo ~i n e s regularly employ m o re than 100
pe rs ons. Se e pages 20-2 3.
The L abo r F o rce. B eca use of the s car city of s uitable e m ployment
oppor tunities, the pe r centage of L int on's populat ion in the labor
fo r ce is s i gnificantly 'lower than the national average. It is estimated
tha t a potential labor pool of 13,000 exists in the area. This supply ,
c oupled with the lower living costs of a small community, would
result in favor.able labor costs for industrial concerns locating the r e .
See pages 2 4- 27.
9
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Industrial Sites. There are numerous industrial locations available in the Linton area requiring a minimum of site preparation.
They are serviced by adequate transportation, gas, water, sewage
disposal, and electric power facilities. See pages 28-32.
Fuel, Power, and Water. Coal is present in the Linton area in
abnost unlimited quantities. Unfortunately, it is unsuitable for
coking. The city owns and operates its own distribution systems
for gas, electricity, and water . Currently, there is no waiting
list of customers desiring gas service . Gas and water rates are
below those of private utilities. Ample water ·e xists for potential
industrial expansion. Any large user could contract directly with
private utilities for its power. See pages 33-40.
Transportation. Motor freight firms serving the Linton area
can provide satisfactory service to potential industrial customers.
The area is served by branches of the Illinois-Central Railroad;
the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad; and the
Pennsylvania Railroad. Linton has a small airfield which can
accommodate private planes, and it is close to larger cities served
by the major comme rcial airlines . See pages 41-48 .
The Urban Plant. The survey discloses no lack of service s or
facilities commonly e xpected in a city of this size. It appears to
be in excellent financial condition and has a reasonable property
tax rate . Police and fire protection are adequate. The sewer system
reaches more than 75 per cent of all city residents, and the disposal plant is operating at 50 per cent of its capacity. An adequate,
short-term general hospital is located within the city . A well-conceived
school expansion program is in process . Two banks provide fi nancial services to the community. Housing facilities, including
building sites, appear adequate and reasonably priced. Linton has
21 churche s and is repre sented by the usual civic and fraternal
organizations. Culturally, the city has a complete library, a daily
newspaper, and a radio station. Linton probably has as large an
area per capita set aside for parks and playgrounds as any city in
the United States. The city has demonstrated an impressively
cooperative attitude toward industry. See pages .49-62.
Retailing and Wholesaling. Since Linton is the largest city in
Greene County, trade from several smaller surrounding communities gravitates toward it. As a result, its shopping facilities are
complete for a city of its size . Residents find adequate stocks of
goods needed to carryon their daily living. Several larger cities,
close to Linton, provide more extensive shopping facilities.

Linton, Indiana
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Within recent years, three national or regional retail chains have
enlarged, modernized, or opened new stores in Linton. This is
indicative of the faith of their managements in the city's future.
There are 11 w~olesalers in the city. In addition, retailers may
order merchandlse from several nearby major wholesale centers.
See pages .6 3-71.
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SETTING

The Economic Setting
Although the northern part of Indiana has enjoyed rather extensive
industrial development, the southern section of the state has placed
major reliance on agriculture and mining. Evansville, located in
the extreme southwest corner of Indiana about 72 miles south of
Linton, is a notable exception with a highly developed industrial
complex. With this lone exception, southern Indiana has no counterpart for the industrial cities of Gary, South Bend , and Fort Wayne. '
The components of the economic base of southern Indiana are not
the type which produce large cities. Hence, the area is dotted with
small communities which serve as trading centers for the surroundmg
rural areas and which occasionally have one or a few small industries . Most of the counties contiguous to Greene County in which
Linton is located may be described in this manner.
Despite fluctuations, the general trend of the economy in the
Linton area has been a long gradual decline. Employment opportunities have become scarce, and income levels have declined in
real terms . This situation coupled with some immobility of labor
and an apparent loyalty to the "home town" has produced a definite
labor surplus in the area, even during periods when a tight l abor: ..
'
.
opportunihes
market
has existed
nationally. The pauci·t y 0 f emp I oy ment
.
plus lower living costs have resulted in labor costs to local industry
below that found in industrialized urban areas. This point is explored in greater detail on pages 24-25.

The Physical Setting
Linton is located in the southwestern part of Indiana only a few
miles from the theoretical center of the nation's population.
Indianapolis, the largest city and state capital, is located about
70 airline miles to the northeast ; Chicago, 185 miles north;
St. Louis, 176 mi:les southwest; Louisville, 92 miles southe ast;
and Cincinnati, 140 miles to the east. Approximately one third of
the nation's population resides within a 500-mile radius of Linton .
12
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The city's geographical position in the nation and in the state is
shown in Figures 1 and 2.
Greene county, in which Linton is located, is divided by the
West Fork of the White River. The section of the county east of
the river is characterized by broken hills which range between
1,200 and 1,300 feet above the surrounding terrain. In the Linton
area, the terrain west of the river is characterized by the broad
flat valleys of the Wabash lowland . The divides between the streams
in this section 'are low and generally flat. Within the corporate
limits of Linton, the maximum variation in elevation is approximately 50 feet, ranging from 500 to 550 feet above sea level.
The lowest point in the area is Goose Pond. This semimarsh is
approximately two miles southwest of the city and has an elevation
of 410 feet above sea level. No flood hazard is presented to possible industrial areas, however, since drainage is to the south and
a 'higher level of land separates the two areas.
Due to shaft mining activity, some undermining exists. However,
there is ample land with geographical and topographical features
suitable for both light and heavy industry. This point is discussed
specifically in the section on industrial. sites, page 28.
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Figure 2
LOCA TION OF LINTON IN INDIANA
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PEOPLE

Reflecting the economic situation which has prevaile d for almost
50 years, Linton generally has failed to match the economic growth of
of the n~tion. With the exception of the 1930-4 0 census period, population has decreased every period since 1910. Greene County has
declined each census period since 1910. In contrast, the natio"n as
a whole has nearly doubled its population in the same 50 years, as
shown in Table 1.

TABLE

1

POPULA TION CHANGES IN LINTON, GREENE COUNTY,
AND THE UNITED STATES, 1900-50

Year

Linton

1950
1940
1930
1920
1910
1900

5, 973
6,263
5, 085
5,856
5,906
3,071

Per Cent
Change

*

-

4.8
23.2
- 13 . 2
- 0. 8
92.3

Greene Per Cent
County Change *
27,886
31,330
31,481
36,770
36,873
28,530

17

- 11. 0
0. 5
-14.4
0.2
29.2

-

-

United
States

Per C e nt
Change *

150,697,000
131,669,000
122 , 775,000
105,711,000
91 , 972,000
75 ,995 ,000

* From previous ce nsu s
Source : Bureau of the Census , Census of Population, 1950
(Washington, D. C. : Government Printing Office, 1952I"\Tol. II,
Part 14.
A private census conducted in 1954 set the population of Linton
at 6,096. 1 Thus, in the four years since the last national ce nsus,
the population of Linton has apparently increased slightly .

1. Linton City Directory (Chillicothe, Ohio : Mullin-Kille
Company, 1954).
16

14.5
7.2
16.1
14.9
21.0

In 19 50, the male population of Linton was 48.1 per cent of the
total population and in Greene County 50 per ce nt . Thi s ratio is
quite s imilar to the national pattern in whi c h males represent 49.7
~er cent of the total population . Among Indiana metropolitan areas
m 1950, South B e nd had the highest proportion of males with 50.6
p e r ce nt , and Indianapoli s the lowe st with 4 8 . 1 per c ent .

T able 2 ~resents the portion of t h e total population in vario u s age
grou pmgs m Lmton, Greene County, and the United States. T h e
data revea l cer tain s ignificant di ffere n ces between the L inton area
a n d the United States. First, there are relative ly fewer person s
in the sch ool age (5- 19) group than the national average. Since the
" un d er 5
" ·1S also lower, th1s
. trend may be expected to continue.
group
Second, there is a much higher percentage of the total population in
the older age groups (60 and over). In Linton, 20 per cent of the
total population was over 60 years of age in 1950; and almost 18
per cent were in the same age group in Greene County. By contrast,
the national average is just over 12 per cent, and for Indiana slightly
more than 13 per cent. Third, in the age group from 40 t6 59 years,
the local area is only slightly higher t h an the rest of Indiana a nd the
national average. The large proportion of the total population i n t h e
o lder age groups, however , i s d irec tly refl ected in th e a g e group
from whi ch t h e maj ority of male fac tory l abor is dra wn - fro m 20
to 4 0 . In the Linton - Gree ne C oun ty a rea , only 25 pe r c ent of the
tota l popu lation is be twee n 20 an d 4 0, c ompared w ith m ore than
30 per ce nt nationally. Were employ m e nt oppo r tunitie s in the Linton
area r e adily a vailable (which they are no t) this would result in a
s hortage of s uitable labor . As a matter of fact, the exodus of families in this age group has not assumed the proportions which might
normally be expected.
.
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Nativity
Approximately 97 per cent of the Linton population are native white.
Of the abnost 6,100 persons in the city, only 186 were foreign-born
and there were no Negroes or other minority races present. In
Greene County, only 2 per cent of the population are foreign-born.

Education

No)NCO

CO~N

Lt")

O"""""'CONO)

Lt")

.....

ai cx:icx:icC .o cCcCcCcCcCcC.o.o~ M ~

t-CDCD """ COCDNN Lt")OLt")coot-co.....,

The median number of school years completed by Linton residents
is 8.8 years, compared with a national figure of 9.0 years. In part,
the lower figure may be explained by the relatively large number of
older people in the area who attained less schooling than is prevalent
today. Industrial establishments in the area rate the educational
achievement of the labor force as more than satisfactory. A more
detailed treatment of educational facilities begins on page 54.
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Size of Labor Force

.....

Reflecting the scarcity of suitable employment opportunities and the
population concentration In the older age brackets, the Linton labor
force is only 38.6 per cent of the total population. In contrast, the
national average including rural as well as urban areas is 39.5 per
cent. Among midwest metropolitan areas, the labor force runs from
a high of 45.2 per cent in Chicago to a low of 39.9 per cent in Terre
Haute. In Greene County, the labor force makes up only 34.7 per cent
of the total population.

0000000000000000
0000000000000000
0000000000000000
~' .....' ,...; N' t-' .....,' ,...; .....,' co' 0 ' ~' 0' 0' 0' .Lt")' t-'

Sex of the Labor Force

COCOLt") .....

Lt")Ot-~t-OLt")COo)~.....,CD

cicx:i~~~cx:i~~CCCC'O~MMNN

o
o
'0

Ul

22
'8 ~

p

Cf)

0

r-

~

N~CD"""No)OO)Lt")O)t-.....,Lt")CDN"""

0

CD"

Cf)"

0 . . .;'

NO, .....; .-("' 0" 00" 00" t---"'

Lt")

~

.......

.....t

.......

..-tri

....... .-I ..............

.....

.....,N.....,t-.....,OCD .....

Oo)NNo)O~CO

tr)"

If"l'' M'" M"

•

In 1950, more than 74 per cent of the Linton labor force. was male
and in Greene County more than 81 per cent. This relationship of
male to female labor was much higher than the average found in ten
midwest metropolitan areas. It was also well above the Indiana and
United States averages. Since 1950 additional employment opportunities for women have become available while male employment,
principally in bituminous coal mining, has been reduced. Thus, the
ratio in 1955 is probably much closer to the national average.
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EMPLOYMENT IN GREENE COUNTY, 1950

THE

ECONOMY

IN

1955

Perhaps all the objective facts whi ch can be mustered do not offset personal opinions and impressions. Ju st such a rationale dictates
the inclusion of the autho rs ' ge n eral impre ssions .
The research team p reparing this report all had the same first
impression: Linton was ready for some type of industrial development.
The obvious surp lu s of l abor was brought out quickly in discussions.
A tour of the community reveal ed an almost total absence of new
constru ction, a sign of a static economy. Yet the community had
managed to operate a highly acceptabl e urban plant with surpluses of
water, electricity, and municipal services and faci lities for new
c ommercial and indu strial users. The highway sys tem and three
railroads gave promise of good transportation . The city had several
sites for industrial deve l opment, and land values were much lo wer
than in many industrial areas. The remainder of the report will be
based on the facts as the research team discovered them. Each
section will be documented in every possible way.

Types of Industry
The Census Bureau's distribution of employment by type of industry
for Greene County in 1950 is shown in Table 3. The most important
types of industry in the area were agriculture with 20.6 per cent of
the total emp l oyment, retail trade with 14.6 per cent, mining with
14 . 2 pe'r cent, and manufacturing with 10.6 per cent, With the exception of employment in public administration (7.4 per cent) and
construction (5.8 per cent) no other type of industry employed as
m u c h as 5 per cent of the total labor force ,

Total Employed
Agriculture
Forestry & Fisheries
Mining
Construction
Manufacturing
Furniture, Lumber &
Wood Products
Primary Metal Industry
Fabricated Metal Industry
Machinery , except Electrical
Motor Vehicles & Equip . ment
Electrical Equipment &
Supplies
Transportation Equipment
except Motor Vehicles
Other Durable Goods
Food and Kindred Products
Te x tile Mill Products
Apparel & Other Fabricated
Textile Products
Printing, Publishing &
Allied Industries
Chemicals and Allied Products
Other Nondurable Goods
Not Specified Manufacturing
Railroads & Railway Express
Services
Trucking Service & Warehousing
Other Transportatio:1
Telecommunications
Utilities & Sanitary Services

20

1950

Per. Cent
of
Total

9,147

100. 0

1,881

20 . 6

7

.1

1 ,295
535
971
267

14.2
5.8
10.6
2.9

22
24
41
26

.2
.2
.4
.2

124

1.3

3

109

1.2

106
81
12

1.2

65

.7

70
10
11

.7
.1
.1

196

2.1

217
60
85
149

2.4
.6
.8
1.6

.9
.1

22
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Wholesale Trade
Food &Dairy Products
Stores & Milk Retail
Eating & Drinking Places
Other Related Trade
Finance, Insurance & Real
Estate
Business Services
Repair Services
Private Households
Hotels & Lodging Places
Other Personal Services
Entertainment & Recreation
Services
Medical & Other Health Services
Educational Services, Governmental
Educational Services, Private
Other Professional & Related
Services
Public Administration
Industry Not Reported

Linton, Indiana

156
314

1.7

298
168

3.2
8.0
1.8

18
206
158
30
196
69

.2
2.2
1.7
.3
2.1
.7

146
253
43

2.7

117

1.3

680
169

7.4
1.8

737

3.4

23

4. Three firms, one each manufacturing women's lingerie ,
blankets, and rugs . Aggregate employment was in excess of 150
persons, and payrolls were 2.3 per cent of the total.
5. The General Electric plant manufacturing fractional horsepower motors. This plant deserves special mention since it is
the newest (1952) and largest (about 300 employees) industrial firm
in the area. In the opinion of the research team, it represents an
effective guide for any industrial firms which might locate in the
area. Hence the experience of the General Electric plant has been
described thoroughly . In the second quarter of 1954, when employment in this plant was averaging about 230 employees, the plant
ac counted for slightly less than 13 per cent of the total payroll of
reporting firms in Greene County.

1.6
.4

Source: Bureau of "the Census, 1950 Census of Population
(Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1952), Vol. II,
Part 14, p. 115

From firms reporting to the Indiana Employment Security Division
in 1955, the major competitors for local labor were :

1. Seven coal companies. Two employed approximately 200 men
each while the others were q uite small. Aggregate employment
was less than 500 persons . The payrolls of the mining firms constituted more than 30 per cent of the total income from firms reporting to the Indiana Employment Security Division in Greene
County in the second quarter of 1954.
2. Three construction firms. Each was of moderate size. Together they accounted for about 5 per cent of the total payroll, as
defined in 1 above.
3. Two firms manufacturing tile and clay products. Employment in the two firms exceeded 100 persons. Together they paid
about 7 per cent of the payroll.

Summary
Only one industrial firm and two mines in Greene County employ
more than 100 persons . Six firms employ between 50 and 100
persons . The 70 remaining firms which report to the Indiana
Employment Security Division have fewer than 50 employees.
Industrial firms in the county, including-mining' firms, employed
1,100 persons, and total employment for reporting firms was
slightly below 2,000 persons. Even after adjustments for nonreporting
firms and for agriculture, it would seem that approximately 3,300
persons are either unemployed or are commuting to jobs outside
the c ounty.
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Available Labor
Most commercial and industrial firms make formal reports to
the Indiana Employment Security Division for either the Old Age
and Survivors Insurance fund (social security) or unemployment
compensation funds . Through these two sources, total workers in
covered employment in Greene County were estimated at slightly
more than 2,500 persons in late 1954. Employment in the county
not covered by either of the two agencies was estimated from census
reports at 3,300 persons.
Thus, if no population growth has occurred during the past four
years (a realistic assumption in view of the 1954 census of population in Linton), there are at least 3,300 persons unemployed or
commuting to work outside the county. This is 36 per cent of the
total labor force or almost 12 per cent of the total population. Excluding certain contiguous counties which are better prepared to
meet the needs of their population with respect to employment
oppor~unities, there is a population of 100,100 persons within easy
commuting distance in an economic situation quite similar to that
which exists in the Linton-Greene County area. Therefore, the
estimate of the potential labor pool in the Linton area is 13,000
persons. Some 5,000 persons in the 13,000 total would have a time
and distance advantage over most workers in metropolitan areas,
and all would be in easy driving distance.
While unemployment in the area has become chronic and appears
abnormally high, it is obvious that all the 13,000 persons are not
immediately available for work. Interviews with Mr . Lewis Goble,
Manager of the Linton office of the IESD, suggest that a considerable
number of persons are not listed as unemployed either because
they have exhausted unemployment benefits or because the s carcity
of employment opportunities prevents them from becoming a part
of the labor force. A much larger contingent, however, are actually
employed but must commute to their jobs . These distances have
been found to be quite high, ranging from 30 to 150 miles and probably
ave~aging in excess of 50 miles each way.
For example, a large
portion of the female labor force travels 45 miles to Bloomington,
24
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Indiana, to work in electronic plants located in that city. Male
labor commutes regularly to Terre Haute, Crane Naval Ammunition
D e pot at Crane, Indiana, and Indianapolis.
Experience at local industrial plants indicates that the workers
are aware th~t c~mmuting costs time and money. Literally hundreds of apphcatlOns for work are from applicants who presently
reside in the Linton area and commute elsewhere to work. The loss
in time, the co~t of travel, and ~ some cases maintenance of two residences could be eliminated by employment nearer the workers home
At the present time these savings are being passed along to employers in the Li~ton are.a. The present supply and anticipated fut~re
deman~ of labor coupled with the' lower'-living costs in a small com~unity mean that labor costs in the Linton-Greene County area wili,
m the foreseeable future, continue below similar costs in other
more industrialized areas.
.In addition, high schools in an acceptable commuting radius of
Lmton are presently graduating more than 500 students per year.
About 400 of these students may be counted as net additions to the
labor force. While the young men face a period of military service,
they are presently offset to a large extent by returning veterans.
The proof of these estimates is available. In two years of operation, one firm has built up a file of work applications of almost
4,000 persons--its present employment is about 300. Surveys for
available labor for various organizations has led Mr . Goble to
estimate that more than 1,000 workers could be provided in two
weeks time. The availability of labor could be demonstrated in
other ways but it seems unnecessary to dwell further orr',this point.

Sex of
--

the Labor Force

-- --- ---

As pointed out earlier, the labor force in the Linton area is
predominantly male. Thus, of the 13,000 persons in the potential
labor pool, some 10,000 would be male and approximately 3,000
female. While this estimate is based on an 80:20 ratio between
male and female labor, the actual applications at a representative
firm are about 90: 10.

What Types

c.:!

Skills Are Available

Since coal mining has long predominated in the area, there is a
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preponderance of skills suited for heavy industry. Experience has
shown that while some training period must be expected for light
industry, maintenance workers and operators of heavy equipment
are readily available. The smaller supply of skilled personnel for
light industry has been overcome to some extent in the last two o r
three years, partially f r om local industrial training and par tially
from t r aining obtained by cOIJ?muters from industrial firms outside
the area. There have been no fo r mal training facilities in the area
although new school facilities may r emedy this deficiency. Unskilled
labor is readily available, and experience indicates that local labor
may be quickly trained to operate efficiently in a modern industrial
organization.

Characteristics of Labor
The labor force is almost entirely native white with an urban background. However, .as pointed out earlier, the urban areas are small
rather than large; and whatever philosophy might' be ,associated with
small communities carries over into the labor forc'e . Local employers
report no illiteracy and easy comprehension of written and oral
instructions.

Labor Organizations
With the exception of mining, there is no extensive industrialization; therefore, there are' no local labor union offices. Of course,
officers of local unions are available, principally the United Mine
Workers of America and the International Union of Electrical
Workers. With one exception, labor-management relations have
been good. No apparent elements of labor unrest exist , and labormanagement relations in early 1955 we r e judged excellent by the
r esearch team.

Turnover Rates and Absenteeism
Labor turnover rates are extremely low. This probably reflects
the supply-demand relationship but labor turnover is not, and prob ably will not become, a problem. For much the same reason, absenteeism is very low. Workers, once trained, may be expected
to continue in their positions for some time .

Linton, Indiana
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Specific wage rates have not been incorporated as a part of this
report primarily because they are seldom time ly . Howeve r , relative wage rates along with the availability of labor is one of the
stronges t factor s in favor of industrial development in the Linton
area . In fai r nes s to all parties, this s tate m e nt requi r es elaboration .
Wa ge r ates in the Linton are a fo r all ty p es of e mploy m e n t are
b e l ow exi s ting rates i n c om mun itie s with more dynamic s ources of
income and e m ploym e n t. Industrial esta bli s hme n t s in the area
c o nsiste ntly pay higher ra tes for c ompeting types of labor than
commercial or governmental employers. Yet wage rates for a ll
ty p es of firms are l ower than similar firms i n ind ustri a li zed cities
b u t about equal to firms in communiti es of a similar type and size.
Part of t he difference may be traced to a h eavy s u r plus of l abor in
t he area . The difference in expenditures required to mai ntain a
standard of living is considerable when compared with metropolitan
areas. At the same time, labor in the Linton area is apparently
willing to share with empl oyers the savi ng in time and money i nvo lved in local employment compare d with commuting to j obs ou tside the area. The wage rate is a vital factor in the continued
indu strialization of the are a . T h ere can be little do ubt t hat a wage
differential i s economically sound and can be expecte d to conti n ue.
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General Description
There are numerous suitable industrial sites in or adjacent to
the city of Linton. In general, the area is quite level, requiring a
minimum amount of site preparation. The soil is a firm clay, satisfactory for heavy foundati ons. Underlying the soil is a layer of
bedrock . • There is no record of flooding on any of the listed sites.
Drainage appears adequate, so that no problems in controlling
runoff water are anticipated.
Transportation facilities are available at the listed industrial
areas. The Illinois Central Railroad, running east-west, is close
to all the properties . The Chicago, Milwaukee, Saint Paul and
Pacific Railroad runs north- south and is also within close reach.
A branch line of the Pennsylvania Railroad is located nearby and
connects with the Illinois Central line. Thus, there are three railroads that serve this area. All suggested sites are accessible to
state highways running east-west and north-south. Suitable access
roads are available for trucking facilities.
The sites are located on the periphery of the incorporated city
limits or within these limits, as shown by Figure 3. Their characteristics are presented in Table 4. It appears the most desirable
sites are on the east side of the city. It is believed the whole area
on the north and south sides of the Illinois Central tracks between
Linton and Switz City is satisfactory for industrial location. The
new General Electric Company plant is located on the east side of
the city. just .outside . the corporation limits. Sites 1, 2, and 6 are
located in the vicinity of the G. E. plant and comprise some 75 acres.
Sites 3 and 4 are available to the south of the city. These contain
approximately 110 acres . Although undermining is present, several
commercial establishments are located in the vicinity. Among these
are two petroleum bulk stations and a lumber yard.
To the north is located Site 5, comprising approximately 20 acres.
This land is not as level as the others. However, the rolling character of the topography is not considered serious enough to increase
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Figure 4
ROUTE MAP FOR BB & I MOTOR FREIGHT, INC.

ROUTE MAP FOR MOTOR FREIGHT CORPORATION
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Figure 5
ROUTE MAP COMMERCIAL MOTOR FREIGHT, INC.
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SECTION

building costs . No sites to the west are listed because of the mining
operations in that sector, past and present.
FUEL,
With one exception, the sites listed in the exhibit are presently
being used for farming purposes or are idle. An elementary school
is now located on Site 7. However, this building is to be abandoned
in the near future. A new school in a different location is to replace
the old one.
With one exception, facilities for gas, water, sewerage disposal,
and electric power are available at the listed sites . Site 5 on the
north cannot use the city sewer line without the use of a pumping
plant because of the difference in elevation of the disposal plant .
Utility services are provided by the city of Linton, and they are
believed adequate for many industrial and commercial needs. If
desirable, electric power may be supplied direct from the lines of
the Public Service Company of Indiana, the utility company that
provides power in this part of the state. Their power lines run
east-west and parallel the Illinois Central Railroad line.
For many years, much of the land around Linton has been extensively mined for coal. Most of the mining is, or was, carried
on to the south and west . Of the sites shown in Figure 3 for possible
industrial use, none has been mined with the exception of the two to
the south, Sites 3 and 4. Here, mining was abandoned many years
ago. Although this does not preclude use of these sites for industrial purposes, exploration to determine if a particular area is
undermined is necessary. The three sites to the east and the one
to the north of the city have never been mined .

POWER,

7

AND

WATER

Coal
Coal was first mined commercially in the Linton area in 1865,
but prior to that time it was being mined by local farmers for winter
fuel. The excellent coal produced from these mines was largely
responsible for the development of the Linton coal field. From 1900
until after World War II, more than one million tons of coal had been
deep mined annually. Since then, strip mines have gradually increased output as deep mines decreased output . At the present time,
deep mining has nearly ceased; and strip mining is less extensive
than in former years.
The coals mined in the Linton area, like all coals mined in Indiana,
are of high volatile C bituminous rank and high volatile B bituminous
rank and are not suitable for coking under present standards. Coal
reserves in proximity to Linton come within the following classifications (listed from lowest to highest): Lower Block, Upper Block,
Minshall, Coals III, IV, V, and VI. Lower' Block, Upper Block,
and Minshall coals are not mined in the Linton area.
Coal III is the lowest (and deepest) coal which has been mined in
the Linton area. It ranges in thickness from a few inches to more
than six feet, but a shale parting of one to thirty inches thick is
present in this coal.
Coal IV is consistently more than four-feet thick in the Linton
vicinity and has been mined extensively. In the northeastern part of
the Linton quadrangle, a black bituminous shale varying in thickness
from a few inches to two feet is present instead of the upper part of
the coal. As a result, the coal there is too thin to mine under present
economic conditions.
Coal V is generally about five-feet thick, but its quality varies
greatly. In the southern part of the Linton quadrangle, Coal V becomes very shaly and has a high ash content .
Coal VI varies in thickness from five to seven feet.
two to four feet thick.
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In 1951, according to stripping and washing practices in effect at
that time, from 70 to 80 per cent of Coals IV, VI, and VII and less
than 60 per cent of Coal V were recoverable by stripping in the
Linton vicinity. Experience in underground mining prior to 1951
indicates that less than 60 per cent of unwashed coal is recovered
by underground mining methods.
Mines in Coals IV and V have produced most of the coal. The
major mining operations have been undertaken by the Maumee
Collieries Company, the Central Indiana Coal Company, and the
Sherwood-Templeton Coal Company.
Table 5 shows the coal reserves of the Linton vicinity; Table 6,
the annual production for a period of ten years. The decline in
coal production has not been due to exhaustion of coal reserves but
rather to changes in types of fuel used. If coal was demanded in
large quantities as a source of power or fuel, adequate amounts of
coal could be produced in the immediate vicinity of Linton.

TABLE
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COAL RESERVES OF THE LINTON AREA
(Thousands of Short Tons)

COUNTY
ITEM

GREENE

CLAY

KNOX

SULLIVAN

Original Reserves

982,129

421,534

5,649,458

7,625,795

Coal Mined & Lost
in Mining

158,958

54,536

158,097

216,344

Strip Mining

382,544

184,124

80,294

426,058

Shaft Mining

440,627

182,874

5,411,067

6,983,393

Total

823,171

366,735

5,491,361

7,409,451

526,347

238,735

2,769,768

3,832,543

Reserves as of
January 1, 1951
Recoverable by:

Estimated Recoverable
Reserves*

* Assuming 80 per cent recoverability by strip mining methods and
50 per cent recoverability by shaft mining.
Source: Coal Resources of Indiana, U. S. Geological Survey
Circular 266 (1953)
-
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Gas

TABLE 6

The city of Linton owns and operates its own distribution systems
for gas, electricity, and water. The city council has jurisdiction
over each of these utilities; their general supervision is the responsibility of a utilities superintendent.

RECORDED COAL PRODUCTION IN
SELECTED INDIANA COUNTIES
(Short Tons)

YEAR

GREENE

CLAY

KNOX

SULLIVAN

1950

464,855

1,199,396

3, 128,026

2,496,945

1949

671,211

1,156,039

2,237,527

2,360,902

1948

930 ,4 02

1,902,673

3,205,688

3,399,350

1947

1,357,598

2 , 077,412

3,699,743

3,802,850

1946

1 , 090,684

1,874 ,585

3,496,951

2,844,162

1945

1, 159,099

1,857 , 074

3,969,151

3, 087,887

1944

2,443,267

1,901,383

3,957,887

3,044,807

1943

2,663,606

1,916,129

3,525, 675

2,276,089

1942

2,925,890

2,129,947

3,142,857

2,094,488

1941

2,591,754

2,013,710

2,868,350

2,059,467

Source: Coal Resources of Indiana, U. S. Geological Survey
Circular 266 (1953)

The Linton Municipal Gas Department uses only natural gas, which
it buys from the Texas Gas Transmission Corporation , Owe nsboro,
J>:entucky. The city is operating under a 20-year contract with this
company. The present allotment to Linton is 2,700,000 cubic feet
per day . Linton' s maximum consumption experience, p er newspaper account, has reached approximately this figure. During 1955,
the Transmis s ion Corporation proposes to furnish the city with an
allotment of 3,000,000 cubic feet of natural gas per day.
There are almost 18 miles of gas distribution lines in the city,
easily accessible to all. These line s have ample capacity to handle
any peak distribution load--since 30 pounds of pressure is maintained in the lines. This pressure must be reduced to five ounces
for residential use.
Currently, there is no waiting list of customers applying for gas
service. Applications are handled through the utilities superintendent.
However , applicants located outside the city limits must have their
requests for service cleared through the city council.
Rates for all users, residential and industrial, are as follows:

,,

1st 1,000 cubic feet
2nd 1,000 cubic feet
3rd 1 , 000 cubic feet
Next 2,000 cubic feet
Over 5,000 cubic feet

Linton

Comparable
Private Utility

$1. 35
1.06
.80
.53 per M.
.4 3 per M.

$1.88
1.00
.80
.80 per M .
.70 & .65 per M.

An actual comparison of rates, using the consumption of the
General Electric plant, illustrates the striking savings which a
company may make in gas bills. G. E. in Linton uses an average of
1,000,000 cubic feet of gas per month through the winter and an average of 300 , 000 cubic feet per month through the summer. The G. E.
bill in Linton is $430 monthly in the winter and $130 monthly in the
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summer. If this gas were supplied by a private utility s erving the
same general area , the monthly bill would be $671 during the winter
and $216 during the summer . Also, the private utility might be in a
less favorable position to supply the gas to an industrial concern.

Electricity

TABLE 7
ELECTRIC POWER RATES, LINTON AREA
(per KWH)

City of Linton

First
Next
Next
Next
Next
Next
Next
Next
Next
Next
Next
Over

30
50
20
100
300
500
500
500
1,000
2,000
1,000
6,000

Both inside and outside the city limits , electric utilities have rates
for large power users' based on such factors as load and usage, which are
lower per KWH than the above schedules. A large customer would
be permitted to contract directly with the private utility for its power,
in the same manner as General Electric is permitted to do.

Water

The Linton Electric Utility Department purchases power from the
Public Service Company of Indiana . In spite of the fact that sizable
sums are transferred yearly from the Electric Utility to the city
general fund, the electric rates compare favorably with those of
private utilities, as shown by Table 7.

Kilowatt- Hours

39

A Rate
B Rate
Re sidential Commercial Small Power R. E. M. C.
. 06
.04
. 03
.03
. 02
. 02
. 02
.02
.02
.02
. 02
.02

. 06
.05
. 05
.05
.05
.04
.04
. 03
.03
.025
. 025
. 025

.05
. 05
.05
.05
.04
. 035
.035
. 025
.025
. 025
. 025
. 02

.075
.05
. 05
. 03
. 03
. 03
.025
.025
.02
. 02
. 0175
.0175

Source: Schedule of Rates, Charges, Rules and Regulations of
the Municipal Light and Power Co., Linton, Indiana, effective
September 1, 1946

The municipally owned and operated waterworks secure water
from three deep wells lo cated about eight miles southeast of the
city. These wells are located in gravel- and sand-bearing areas
ofbcittom land near the West Fork of the White River. Water is being
pumped from two of these wells, with the third on a stand-by basis.
The capacity of these wells is 1,200,000 gallons of water each 24
h ours. The water is pumped through ten-inch mains from the wells
to the substation three miles from town. A twelve-inch main carries the water into Linton . The capacity of the purification plant
is reported to be in excess of the pumping capacity of the wells.
Actually, little treatment is necessary, and the bill for chlorine
amounts to only $50 per year. Samples of the water are submitted
by the city to the State Board of Health each week, and the chemical
analysis report of the Board of Health is available to any new plant
interested in Linton as a site.
The water plant of Linton is c ompletely adequate for current and
prospective needs . Currently, the average monthly consumption is
11,000,000 gallons to 2 , 100 metered customers, with a maximum
consumption of 16,000,000 gallons for the summer months. This
compares with the 36,000,000 gallons per month capacity of the wells.
The latest available examination of Linton's water by the Indiana
State Board of Health showed the following analysis :
Color
Sediment
Turbidity
pH
Alkalinity - Mo
Total Hardness
Total Iron - Fe

0
0
0.1
8. 3
0
210
0

Chlorides - ClFluorides - FI
Nitrate - N03-N
S04
Sodium
Potassium

0
0
0
63
9
1
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Rates for water used by residential, commercial, and industrial
users is shown in Table 8.

SECTION

8

TRANSPORTATION
TABLE 8
LINTON WATER RATES
Motor Freight
Rates

Gallons
First 15,000 gallons
45,000 gallons
Next
60,000 gallons
Next
60 , 000 gallons
Next
Next 120,000 gallons
Next 300,000 gallons

. $.56
.38
. 30
.22
.18
.15

per
per
per
per
per
per

thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand
thousand

gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons
gallons

It should be noted here that Linton, in comparison with other cities

in the Middle West, is extremely fortunate in the adequacy of its
water supply. Because of the existence of hundreds of "strip pits"
in the Linton area, the water table is higher than in most midwestern communities. Any plant requiring large quantities of water
would be well advised to investigate the possibilities of the Linton
area.

Manufacturers and merchants report that they are well satisfied
with available motor freight facilities. They link Linton to other
Indiana cities and to the Chicago and St. Louis transcontinental
gateways where long- haul shipments can be routed to and from all
parts of the United States .
Four intrastate truck lines serve Linton. They are: Bloomington,
Bedford, and Indianapolis Motor Freight, Inc. ; Indianapolis and
Southern Motor Express, Inc.; Reintjes Truck Service; and the
Wabash Valley Coach Company. The interstate trucking firms
serving Linton are: Commercial Motor Freight, Inc.; Hayes
Freight Lines, Inc. ; and the Motor Freight Corp9ration.
Three route maps for firms whose trucks pick up and deliver in
Linton are shown in Figures 4 and 5. They are: Bloomington,
Bedford , and Indianapolis Motor Freight, Inc. with general offices
in Bloomington; Motor Freight Corporation whose home office is
in Terre Haute ; and Commercial Motor Freight, Inc . , whose
central office is in Indianapolis. These carriers are able to provide
overnight service to Chicago. Common carriers serving Linton
also provide one-day service to St. Louis and to territorial gateways
such as Indianapolis and Columbus, Ohio.
A large industrial shipper in Linton reports that his goods generally reach the West Coast five days after leaving Chicago. Officials
of this firm state that the Eastern Motor Express, Inc. of Terre
Haute provides excellent service to the Eastern part of the United
States. To reach the Southwest from the St. Louis gateway, this
firm uses Strickland Transportation Company of Dallas, '1;'exas.
Route maps for these firms are shown in Figures 6 and 7. Undoubtedly, these are not the only common carriers who provide
prompt service to the areas enumerated above. Rather , the firms
cited are illustrative of the carriers used by selected Linton ship- .
pers.
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TABLE 4
INDUSTRIAL SITE CHARACTERISTICS - LINTON AREA

SITE

APPROXIMA TE
DISTANCE FROM LOCATION APPROX.
CENTER OF
ACREAGE
CITY

TOPOGRAPHY

SOIL

FLOODING
HISTORY

PROXIMITY
TO
RAILROAD

1

1 mile east

County

11

Level

Clay

No record
of occurence

Adjacent
to north

2

1 mile east

County

40

Level

Clay

No record
of occurence

Adjacent
to north

3

1/2 mile south

City

80

L evel

Clay

No record
of occurence

Adjacent
to north

4

1/2 mile south

Cit y

30

Level

Clay

No record
of occurence

Adjacent to
north & south

5

1 1/2 miles north

County

20

Rolling

Clay

No record
of occurence

Approx.
1 mile south

6

1 mile east

County

26

Level

Clay

No record
of occurence

Approx .
1/8 mile south

7

1/8 mile southeast

City

1/2

Le v el

Clay

No record
of occurenc e

Approx.
1/8 mile south

TABLE 4

(continued)

INDUSTRIAL SITE CHARACTERISTICS - LINTON AREA

SITE

UTILITIES
PROXIMITY UNDERTO HIGHWAy MINING GAS WATER SEWER EL. POWER

PRESENT USE

ADJACENT
PROPERTY

1

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

No

City

City

City

City or
Public Service

Small packing
plant

G. E. plant
and farms

2

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

No

City

City

City

City or
Public Service

Farming

G. E. plant
and farms

3

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

Yes

City

City

City

4

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

No

City

City

City

City or
Idle
Public Service

Commercial and
light industry

5

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

No

City

City

No

City or
Farming
Public Service

Residential
and farming

6

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

No

City

City

City

City or
Farming
Public Service

G. E. plant,
farming &
residential

7

Accessible to
N-S and E-W

No

City

City

City

City or
Elementary
Public Service school

Some commerCommercial and
cial in north
City or
Public Service portion
light industry

Commercial

Figure 6
ROUTE MAP FOR EASTERN MOTOR EXPRESS, INC .
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Figur,e 7
ROUTE MAP

FOR STRIC KLAND TRANSP ORT ATION COMPANY, INC.
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Rail Freight
As indicated in the section on industrial sites, branch lines of
three railroads serve Linton. They are the Illinois-Central; the
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific; and the Pennsylvania.
The first two lines pass through the corporate city limits as shown
by Figure 3 on page 29 . . Their freight offices are both located on
First Street. The Pennsylvania Railroad IS freight office is located
a short distance from the city on State Road 59 South.
Firms shipping or receiving such heavy, bulky commodities as
coal, steel, scrap metal, lumber, and grain use the available rail
facilities. With these exceptions, the railroads are not extensively
used by Linton's manufacturers or middlemen.
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The Illinois -Ce ntral Railroad operates two local trains and two
through trains which pass through Linton daily. The local trains
operate between Indianapolis and Palestine, Illinois. The other
two trains run between Indianapolis and Effingham, Illinois. Only
carload lots may be received by or unloaded from them. Their
route is shown in Figure 8.
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One industrial shipper sends part of his output by truck to such
major rail centers as Chicago, St. Louis, or Indianapolis. There
it is consolidated in pool cars by freight forwarders for long-haul
rail shipment. With respect to speed and cost, this arrangement
compares very favorably with motor freight . All interviewed shippers use paper rates rather than negotiated ones for their motor
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The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pac ific operates a nightly
train passing through Linton on its way from Westport. Indiana to
Chicago, as shown in Figure 9. With these exceptions, trains do
not arrive and depart on a regular schedulp.. According to a large
industrial shipper in Linton, rail deliveries are generally slow.
This source believes that the railroads have shown little interest in
effecting improvements, probably due to insufficient rail freight
originating or terminating in Linton to justify more regular service
at this time.
A large Linton lumber dealer reports that all three railroads
provide for truck delivery of goods from the train to the door of
receiving firms. The Pennsylvania Railroad operates its own trucks
for this purpose while the other two roads have contract arrangements
with local transfer companies.
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and rail freight shipments.

Air Freight
Linton has a small airfield which can accommodate private
planes . General Electric Company has contracted for a plane on
stand-by basis in case parts or supplies should be needed in an
emergency. Terre Haute and Indianapolis, of course, have large
airports which are used by the major commercial airlines. Air
freight shipments can be brought quickly to Linton from either of
these cities.

Passenger Service
Intracity Transportation. Linton does not have intracity street
railway or bus lines. However, because of wide automobile ownership and the convenient location of retail stores to residential areas
of the city, they do not appear necessary. A local taxi service
operates four vehicles within the city and in the immediate vicinity.
Intercity Transportation. Although Linton lacks passenger railroad service, two bus lines link the city with other parts of the state.
One of these operates two daily southbound buses between Terre
Haute and Washington, Indiana, thereby connecting Linton with 11
other intervening towns. Two daily northbound buses, originating
in Washington, stop at the same towns. The other bus company has
four daily southbound runs and four northbound ones connecting
Linton with Vincennes and Indianapo.l is. These buses link Linton
with 23 intervening communities.
As previously stated, Terre Haute and Indianapolis have major
airports. Since good highways link Linton with these two cities,
residents of the city can easily make air travel connections.

SEC T ION
THE

URBAN

9
PLANT

Modern cities provide the facilities which allow large numbers of
people to live in relatively small areas . This factor permits a
maximum degree of efficiency in the processes of production and
distribution . Stated another way, cities provide the machinery by
which large masses of capital resources may be concentrated effectively in one location . The facilities found in the modern city--the
streets, hospitals, schools , utilities, transportation systems, cultural and recreational opportunities, and the many other services
provided by or through cities--make possible the nation's high level
of productivity. Any company seeking a new plant location will attempt
to find that location which lends itself to the most happy and effective
combination of productive resources.
This section is designed to isolate and examine the facilities and
services found in or provided by the city of Linton, Indiana, from
the point of view of their adequacy and desirability for any company
seeking a new plant location.

Governmental Organization
Linton is organized as a fifth- class city under the laws of the State
of Indiana. Its chief governing body is a city council of five persons,
elected by popular vote each four ·years. The administrative head
of the city government is the mayor, chosen by popular vote each
four years. Other city officials include: clerk-treasurer, elected
each four years, and such appointive officials as city engineer, and
utilities superintendent. All offices of the city governrpent including
the utilities office and police and fire departments are housed in one
building, City Hall.
In the performance of certain of its functions, the city is combined
or consolidated with Stockton Township, within the boundaries of
which Linton is located. Elective officials of Stockton Township are
the township trustee, the three member township advisory board,
and the township assessor.
49
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City and Township Financ e s
From any point of view , the finan c ial ability of a give n govern m e ntal unit is important. The tax bas e for Linton is $ 3,558, 91 0;
the t ax base for Stoc kton Township outside the city is $2,073 , 805 .
Thes e figures are base d upon ass esse d v alua tions of p e rs o nal p r op e rty and real estate ; they are e stimate d t o be s lightly l ess than one
third of pre s ent mar ket or sale s value s of such property.
The 1955 tax rate s , p e r $100 of ass e ss e d v alua tion of property ,
fo r the two gove rnm e ntal units a re as follows :
Linton
State Rate
County Rate
Township Rate
S c hool Rate
Corporation Rate
Total . . . . .

Sto c kton Township

$0 . 15
1.08
0 . 26
2 . 89
1. 00
.$5 . 38

$0.15
1.08
0.38
2.89
$4.50

Some additional re v enue is rais e d by the levy of an annual poll tax
upon males between the ages of 21 and 50 . The 1955 poll tax rat e
is the same for both governmental units -- $4. 50 .
Tax rates in Linton benefit from the profits made by the municipally
owned ele c tric utility . In 1954, $57,000 was transferred to the c ity 's
general fund ; and on February 8, 1955, the city c ounc il transferred
$6'1,000 to the general fund. An extra $1. 71 per $100 of ass e sse d
valuation would have to be added to the tax rate to raise that amount
through property taxation .
The annual report for 1954 discloses expenditures for sele c ted
departments as follows:

Police
Fire
Street
Parks
Sewage .

$27,610
31,972
40,543
9,051
10,115

Linton, Indiana
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T ot a l receipt s fro m a ll s ources i n cluding utilities totale d $8 09,62 4;
t o t a l di s burse m e n ts totaled $ 76 7 ,4 65. T hese figur e s do not r e fle c t
rec eipts or di s bur sements of th e school corpor ation, but they are
infla t e d by $133 , 100 in t r ansfers f r om on e fund t o anoth e r . Also,
$2 3 , 000 of the dis bu rse m e n ts represe nt th e re tire me nt of bonde d
i nde b t edness during t h e year.
As of Decemb er 31, 1954, t h e outs tanding i n deb te dne s s of the city,
n ot inc luding t h e sch ool corporation, is r ep resent e d by t h e fo llowing
ite m s:
4. 5 per cent Sewage Reve nue Bond s
3 to 3.25 per cent Gas Works Reve nue Bonds
3 t o 3.5 p er cen t Gas Works Revenue Bonds
4 per cent St reet I inp r ovement Bond s

$ 2 8 , 000
48 1 , 000
1 82, 000
13,000

It should be noted th at only $13,000 represents a claim against tax

revenues, while the bonding power of the civil city is two per ce nt
of assessed valuation, or $71,175 . The financial aspec t s of the
operation of t h e school corp oration will be discussed on page 54'.

Police and Fire Protection
The police department is manned by nine regular officers plus one
parking meter patrolman. The department operates one patrol car
with two-way radio. This car is used throughout each night for
cruising, which encompasses driving by industrial plants as well as
retail business establishments and residential areas. Another piece
of motive equipment operated by the department is a completely modern, well-equipped first aid unit, together with a boat trailer for water
rescue work. It is claimed that skilled rescue personnel can reach
almost anywhere in the county within a few minutes . A two-way radio
station is maintained in City Hall, the operational functions of which
are shared by the police and firemen.
Although the General E l ectric plant at the southeast E!dge of town
maintains its own staff of p l ant guards, an arrangeme n t h as bee n
worke d out with the police d epartment which enh ances t h e securi ty
of the plant. The plant gu ards call the police station each h ou r on
the hour t h rou gho ut the night. If the call is no t made, the police
i nvestigate i mmediately. City official s expresse d thei r willingness
to make similar arrange m e nt s with any new plant de sir i ng to l oc ate
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According to a bulletin prepared by the Indiana State Chambe r of
Commerce in May, 1952, Linton ranked favorably with other fifth class cities of Indiana when such criteria as numbe r of police per
thousand population , mobile and other equipment operated, and
number of working hours per week per man were used.
The fire departme nt is manned by. eight regular full - time men .
The equipment consists of one 1,000-gallon American- La France
pumper , 1954 model; one 500-gallon Mack pumper , 1946 model;
and one 500 - gallon podge pumper , 1937 model. Each fire tru c k is
equipped with two- way radio. In addition to protecting the c ity , the
department serves Stockton, Wright, Smith , and Stafford Townships
on a contrac t basis .
The National Board of Fire Underwriters insurance classifi c ation
for Linton in 1953 was class 7. It is expected that, b ec aus e of the
acquisition of new equipment and the very favorable fire record of
Linton in 1954 , the city might be granted an even more favorable
c lassification .
The Building Code requires that any new c onstruction in the ten
c entral blo c ks of the city , r e ferred to as the "Fire Zone , " must be
of masonry exterior. The business distric t is inspected each month
to check safety factors . Officials report that two industrial p lants
in the Linton area are equipped with sprinkler s y stems : Real Silk
and General Electric.

Sewers and Sanitation
The sewer system is a storm and sanitary setup, with slightly more
than 1 , 300 conne c tions at the present time . The sewe r disposal
plant, whic h was built about 1938, is operating at approximate ly one
half of c apac ity. Approximately 75 per cent of all c ity resid e n ces
are served by the sewer system and additional areas, including
choice locations for industrial plants, are easily accessible t o the
present sewer lines . The same rate is charged to all users , industrial
or residential : $ .60 per month per tap .
Garbage is pic ked up once a week in the city . Trash is removed
on a biweekly basis . The natural facility of old strip pits is taken
advantage of for disposal of garbage and unburnable trash; this land
fill disposal method is commonly regarded as the most desirable
method known .
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Streets
A full - time force of seven m e n maintains the streets of Linton
that is, 12 mile s of paved str e e ts, 9 miles of "black topped" str~ets,
4 m iles of streets of a surface quality between gravel and "black top, "
a nd 19 1/2 mile s of oil and grave l surf ace streets . All resurfacing
a nd widening of str e ets are by contract. It is pla nned that 5 1/2
blocks of stre ets will be wide n ed in 1955 . Patc hi ng and street cleaning
i s done b y the s tre et de par tme nt. The equipme n t of the d ep ar tment
cons i s t s of: thre e truc k s (plu s one on order ), a grader, a F ergu s on
t racto r , and a ho t- p atc h patchin g m ach i n e .
The street department s p e n t $4 0,54 3 i n 1954. Its c h ief r e ve nues
were $28,673 from gas tax distrib ution, $9,590 from property taxes
l evied , and $4,780 transferred from the general fund. For 1955, the
property tax levy for street purposes is 24~ per $1 0 0, which s h ould
raise $8,542 for the street department.

Muni cipal Utilities
Information about residential service and rate.s for gas, electricity,
and water was givenin detail on pages 37-4 0 under the section headed
Power, Fuel, and Water.

Hospital Facilities and Services
Linton and Greene County are served by the Freeman-Greene
County Hospital, which is centrally located in the city. It is c l assed
as a short-term general hospital. A staff of 22 physicians, all
general practitioners, use the facilities.
The Freeman-Greene County Hospital is a member of th e American
Hospital Association and th e Indiana Hospital Association a n d i s
license d by the State Board of Health .
A p ersonal inspection by two members of the surve y t eam rev e aled
t hat the h ospital is mode rn, a tt ra c tive , and well equippe d . Its
f acilitie s include 74 b e d s (exp a n s ible if n e eded), an e mergency
re c eiving room , X-ray and c linical laboratory r ooms, two major
ope rating rooms, one minor surgery room (arranged so that major
s urgic al operations could be conducted in each simultaneously),
ce ntral supply room, a nd diagnostic room. The hospital employed 72
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paid personnel as of June 30, 1954, and was operating on a total
annual budget of approximately $231,000.

Schools
The public school system is a completely consolidated operation
run by the city of Linton and Stockton Township, in which the city is
located. The administration of this consolidated system is t he responsibility of a bipartisan board of five trustees- - one of which is t he
Stockton Township trustee, two are appointed by the Linton city council, and two are appointed by the Stockton Township ac;lvisory board.
This five - man board appoints the administrative head of the s c hool
system, the superintendent of sc,hools.
The professional and instructional staff of supe r intendent, directors,
supervisors, principals, teachers, nurses, attendance worke r s, and
secretaries numbers approximately 60 persons.
At the present time the physical plant consists of a high school
buildlng, a 1,500 seat gymnasium, a detached music building to the
rear of the high school, and eight elementary school buildings spread
around the city and township. These facilities currently provide
approximately 60 classrooms, evenly distributed between grade and
high school. Current facilities include two gym floors; auditorium;
wood and metal shop; a recently remodeled, steel fence enclosed,
lighted athletic field; a baseball field lighted for summer recreation;
and a tennis court. The survey team member working on the subject
of schools was impressed to see a trampolin in use in physical education
activities at the time he made an unannounced visit. Such facilities
as city parks, Boy Scout camp, golf course, and 4-H building are
all available for school functions. An extensive grade school modernization and expansion program is under way, which is described
in detail on page 55.
Enrollment in September, 1954 was 1,444. Of this numbe'r, 942
were in grades one through seven, and 502 in high school. Total enrollment has been increasing in the past several years, but not sharply.
Forecasts for the school year 1955-56 indicate little change in overall enrollment figures.
The operating budget for the school year 1954-55 is approximately
$310,000, or approximately $215 per pupil. This figure compares
favorably with that spent per pupil by other school units of similar
size in the state. Of the total of $310,000, the major share, $173,000,
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is provided by state support, leaving only $137,000 to be provided
by the two local tax units, the school city and Stockton Township'.
The high school curriculum contains a well-developed, balanced
program, suitable for many different pupil needs and interests. In
addition to the usual offerings in general educ ation fields such as
English, mathematics, social studies, physical education , and
science, courses are offered in a wide variety of specialized fields
Students may elect either the academic college preparatory course
or preparatory courses in scientific, technical , commercial, and
vocational areas. When the new facilities are ready, vocational shop
in struction will prepare students for careers as machini sts, toolmakers,
diemakers, welders, and sheet metal workers; in short, this instruction will correspond to basic trade school training. In addition to the
regular curriculum, many extrac urricular activities are available
to the student.
Linton-Stockton High ·School holds a first - class commi ssion granted
by the state . In addition , the high school is a member of the North
Central Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges. It is expected
that the new grade school, when completed, will be granted a first class commission.
More than 25 per cent of the instructional staff of the school system
now have either master's degrees or five years of college study. The
quality of instruction prevailing in the schools i s indicated by the re sults of the University of Iowa tests of educational development, which
disclose Linton's school pupils to be above the national average.
In the offing are plans for the construction of a new school building
to replace the eight structures in the city and township now used as
grade schools. The three units will include a primary wing of 14
classrooms , an intermediate wing of 14 classrooms, and a junior
high wing of 8 classrooms. One of t.he 36 classrooms is designed
for the special instruction of handicapped or retarded pupils. These
three wings will be clustered about a 300-seat cafeteria and administrative area which includes office s, teachers' rooms, and a book
room. All facilities will be on one floor with the exception of the
kitchen, storeroom, and furnace room, which will be in the basement.
The new units will be located adjacent to the present high school area
on park land recently deeded to the school c orporation by the city .
. The acquisition of this land by the school corporation provides a
unified campu s of 40 acres.
It is expected that the new units will cost $1,000,000 . The primary
unit is to be financed by the school 'corporation with proceeds from
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$94,000 .of general abligatian bands and appra ximately $190,000 available fram a cumulative building fund levy . The ather units are ta b e
c an s tru c t e d by a halding c amp a ny , knawn as the Lintan- Sta c ktan Sc h a al
Building Carparatian , with fund s f r am bands and c amman s t ac k -- the
camman s t ac k be ing saId by t h e sch aal 's P are n t Tea c h e r A ssaciatia n .
A news item fr a m t h e L intan Daily Citizen stated that the present
90 c ent bu ilding f und rate shauld be sufficient ta retire all bands in
abaut 30 y ears, and that the tax rate far sc haal purpase s shauld nat
b e c h ange d appreciably because .of the n e w s chaal. It was further
stated that the sale .of the eight e xisting ele m e nta ry s c haals s h a uld
pravide enaugh maney ta e q uip the n e w sc haal. P re s e n t plans c all
f a r the schaal c arparatian ta furnis h t r a n spartatian far all pupils
n at r esiding within a reasanable wal king distance.

Nanp ublic Sc h a al s
A p arachial sch aal is maintained by the Cathalic Church. It is a
twa-raam sch aal, cavering grades .one thraugh eight, taught by twa
Sisters .of Pravidence Order .of St. Mary's .of the Waads, Terre Haute,
Indiana. C u rrent enrallment is 84 pupils. The Church .operates a
bus ta transpart p upils fram surraunding cammunities. The Church
hapes ta e n large its fac ilities, but na plans far expansian have been
draw n u p .

Priva te Kindergarte n s
Twa private well-eq uipped kinde r gart e n s are .ope rated by lice n s e d
t eac hers in their awn r e sidence s in the city.

Cammun ity Finan c i a l F ac ilities
Ge n e ral banking servi c es and fa c i lities a ppear a d equate fa r the
Lintan area, which is s erved by t wa b a nk s-- Pe a ples Trust C a mpany
and Citizens' Natianal Bank.
Accarding ta its candensed statement .of December 31, 1954, the
Peaples Trust Campany has tatal assets .of almast $9,000,000 . Its
capital stack is $150,000; its surplus, undivided prafits, and reserves
tatal $391,000; and its depasits tatal $8,322 , 550. This bank is a
member .of the Federal Depasit Insurance Carparatian. Peaples can
pravide almast any type .of banking service thraugh its extensive
carrespandence arrangements with ather banks. It is reparted that
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70 per cent .of its tatal laan valume (laans and discaunts at the end
.of 1954 were slightly under $2,000,000) is in hame laans, the majar
partian .of which are c.onventianal laans at a typical interest rate .of
six per cent.
The Citizens' Natianal Bank reparted tatal assets .of $3,568,000
as .of Dec~mber 31, 1954. Capital, surplus, undivided prafits, and
reserves tataled appraximately $300,000. Demand depasits amaunted
ta $1,424,000, and time depasits were $1,243,000. Laans and discaunts aggregated $1,308,000. The Citizens' alsa is in a pasitian
ta pravide all the usual banking services .of a bank .of its size.
Other Financing
Financing .of real estate, autamabiles, and small persanal laans
alsa is available thraugh lacal lending agencies. In additian, a lacal
representative .of the Farmers & Mechanics Federal Savings and
Laan Assaciatian .of Blaamfield is available ta facilitate hame laans
with that institutian.

Hausing
Even thaugh it is anticipated that an industry might well be attracted
ta the Lintan area because .of the availability .of a sizable paal .of
la c al lab .or , it is recagnized that a certain minimum number .of familie s wauld be braught in by any industrial firm selecting Lintan as
a factary site. Therefare, the survey included the tapic .of hausing
as it relates ta the passible influx .of campany persannel.
In this respect, the experience .of General Electric may be reviewed as being typical. When the campany established its plant
in Lintan, General Electric braught in 22 men. New hames were
canstructed by 9 families; anather 9 families purchased better-grade
residential praperties; and the remaining faur were able ta rent
satisfactary living quarters .
Cantacts with real estate men, bankers, and .others familar with
the hausing market in Lintan canfirmed the impressian that hausing
shauld present little .or na prablem ta a campany seeking ta lacate
a plant in the area. On the rental market, $50 ta $60 per ·manth.
shauld cammand camfartable apartment facilites. Twa and three
bedraam madern hauses shauld be available far manthly rentals
beginning araund $60.
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Local realtors are very optimistic concerning the probable availability of residential properties for sale at reasonable prices . In
this regard, a street-by-street survey of prospective offerings was
made in the company of real estate men; there seemed to be nothing
lacking in variety of choice of location or price range.
An investigation of the facilities available for new residential construction disclosed no serious problems. There seems to be no
limit to the number of desirable residential building sites available
either within or just outside the city limits. Many lots are located
on the sewer , with all utilities available. Prices seem reasonable
in comparison with comparable locations in other cities. For example, a price of $1,000 was quoted for a 60 x 120 lot in a desirable
location on a sewer line . Skilled building contractors are available
lo cally for the supervision of n~w construction. All materials are
available locally through a large lumber company. Financing seems
to be as easily available in Linton as in any other city of comparable
size. Both banks are engaged extensively in the local real estate
'm ortgage market . Agents with insurance company contacts a 'r e
also in the mortgage field. While there is no saving and loan association in the city, this type service is provided by an agency connected with the Farmers & Mechani cs Federal Savings and Loan
Association of Bloomfield, which is quite active in the mortgage
market in the entire Greene County area.
The most serious problem to be faced by a home builder in the
Linton area would seem to be the total lack of protection through
zoning restrictions . Many cities and towns, Linton among them,
appear to have felt little or no need for restrictive measures of
this type and, consequently, have neglected this aspec t of protecting
the property of their citizens until they have been faced with the
prospect of "growing pains." It is hoped that Linton will soon correct
this deficiency.
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Churches
Linton has 21 churches within its borders, as follows:

3
2
2

1
1
1
1
1

Church of God
Baptist
Methodist
Apostolic
Assembly of God
Bible Center
Catholic
Christian
Church of Christ

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Evangelical and Reformed
Evangelical United Brethern
Jehovah Witnesses
Latter Day Saints
Lutheran
Nazarene
Pilgrim Holiness
Salvation Army

Civic and Fraternal Organizations
Five civic or service type organizations are active in Linton:
Rotary, Kiwanis, Business and Professional Women's Club, Greater
Linton Club, and Industries for Linton.
Fraternal organi zations include: Masons , Elks, Eagles, Redmen,
Moose, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, American Legion, and
Veterans of Foreign Wars . With the exception of the Moose and VFW,
all own their facilities which represent substantial investments .

Commercial and Service Facilities
The city has six hotels, including a new motel, to serve the traveling publi c. There are also several restaurants, some with facilities
for serving larger groups.
A modern federal building graces one of Linton's streets. In it
are housed, in addition to the usual postal facilities, offices for
Internal Revenue Service, Social Security, and Civil Service.

Cultural Facilities
Library. Linton and Stockton Township are fortunate to possess
an excellent library under the direction of a competent professional
librarian. In 1954, the total number of registered borrowers
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was 1 , 756; the total number of books owned by the library was 23 ,483;
total circulation of books for the y ear was 51 , 294. Certain other
figures are pertinent: the book stock per c apita is 2.8 ; the circ u lation per capita is 6.4; the total budget for the y ear is $5,430 . 76;
the total e xpenditure per c apita is $.69; and 20 pe r cent of the population are registered borrowe rs . The book, referenc e work, and
magaz ine display s are attractive and well arranged . The s econd
floor of the library building has facilities for m ee ting s of various
c lubs a nd civ ic groups . The r e are thr ee rooms , one equippe d with
a piano and a small stage.
Ne w s p a p e r . The Linton a re a i s served by a daily news p a p e r, the
Lin t on D a ily Citi ze n . Its d a ily c i rcul ati on i s approximat e ly 6 ,2 50.
Examination of copi es fo r a p proxi mate ly th ree mo nths di s'closes
that the paper i s carefully edited and contains a good b a l ance of
local, state, national, and international news of all types .
Radio Station. One local radio station serves the area: WBTO.
This station operates from 6: 00 a. m. to 6: 00 p. m., on a frequency
of 1600 kilocycles, with a power of 500 watts. The coverage is a
radius of 50 miles around the station, which reaches approximately
425, 000 persons.
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A Girl Scout hut is used as an occasional summer meeting place.
A concession is operated during the summer on a private basis
under a lease granted by the city with a profit sharing clause . There
is also a caretaker's house in the park.
The Boy Sc out Park and Conse r vation Park a r e located on a tract
of land consi s ting of approximate ly 570 a c res known as Le e- Sherard
Park . This p ark property is loc ated about a mile and a half northe a s t
of the city a n d is ac ce s s ible by county impr ove d r oads. Conse r vation
P ark has a nu m b er of stripper p ond s wh ere ' fis hing is popular . Two
clubhou ses in th e park are owned by t h e city and maintaine d by the
Linton Conservation C lub and the Women's Sports C lub, respective l y.
These are available for general use at a nominal fee. A residence
on the property is occupied by a caretaker. Boy Scout Park has a
large stripper pond which is well stocked with fish. The caretaker's residence here has certain space in it reserved for Scouting
activiti es.

Recreational Facilities

A nine-hole municipal golf course is located on a 96-acre tract
two miles east of the city on Indiana Highway 54. Season privileges
may be purchased on an individual or family basis, or nominal
greens fees are charged in lieu of the annual fee. The clubhouse is
built of native stone and may be rented for dinners and other activities.
A golf professional, giving instructions under special arrangements,
is employed by the city and is responsible for the greens.

Parks and Playgrounds. The city owns three parks and a golf
course. They are under the supervision of a park board made up
of five members, who serve on a voluntary basis and receive no
compensation for their services. It has been the custom for each
board member to assume the responsibility for supervision of one
park, but the recent transfer of certain park property to the LintonStockton Township School Corporation may result in changing this
policy.

The city has recently transferred to the Linton-Stockton School
Corporation (as was mentioned under the heading of Schools) a
33-acre site, once' used as a park. Although part of this property
will be used as a site for a new school building, the recreational facilities of the park will continue to function as a general community service under the supervision of the school athletic director . Tennis courts,
a lighted baseball diamon d, and outdoor concrete basketball courts
are used for general recre a tion as we ll as by the school' s athletic team s.

Humph reys Park is located on the east edge of town on Indiana
Highway 54 . The park consists of 22.5 acres and is lig h ted during
summer evenings , permitting more extensive us e of facilities.
Picni c ovens, t a bles, bench es , and shelters are loc a te d within t h e
p ark. Playground equ ip me n t includes s u c h items a s swing s, s lides,
ocean waves, a nd a wadi ng p ool. There are a lso fa cilities f or playing
ho rses h oes and s huffleboar d . T he band s h e ll h as been u se d re gularly
for s um m er con c e r t s in the past a nd it is expec t e d t h at th es e p r ogram s
will c ont inue. Also in the par k area a r e liv e s to c k buildings a nd a
s h ow r ing which a r e u s ed each yea r fo r the annua l 4 - H Club show .

A "Town Hall T een - C a nte en , " which was built with fund s obtaine d
fro m public d onation s, i s a conve nie nt place f or y oung people to go
da n c ing , t o hold mee ting s , or to h a ve par tie s. The organi z ation i s
go ver ned by a s tude nt council adv is e d by an a dult committee. A c tiviti es of atte nding gr oups are sup e rvis e d by a ho s tess.
Other Facilitie s. Fac ilities for bas e ball, golf, t e nnis , fishing,
hunting, and boating abound in the Linton region. There are approximate ly 20 strip pits in the vicinity of Linton, ranging from 5 a c res
to 140 a c re s . Artic les on strip pit fishing in the Linton a r ea have

62

Indiana . Business Information Bulletin

appeared in such magazines as Outdoor Indiana and the Midwest
Fisherman. While there is no swimming pool in town to provide
an opportunity for supervised swimming, Shakamak State Park,
'located approximately twelve miles north, provides such facilities.
A great deal of interest in Linton centers around bowling. Within
the city, many organized teams compete regularly on good alleys.
A movie theater is located on North Main Street in Linton and a
drive -in theater is located about one mile east of town on Indiana
Highway 54.
Two television stations are within a 40-mile radius of Linton.
A Channel 4 station, Bloomington WTTV, has its signal tower near
Cloverdale, Indiana; Terre Haute WTHI-TV is a Channel 10 station.
Those owning more elaborate receiving equipment report being able
to receive programs from the two Indianapolis stations.

Summary
To sum up the examination of the facilities and services in Linton
it need only be stated that the survey team found them entirely ade- '
quate in all the important aspects . The general progressiveness
of the community, its spirit of helpfulness, and its demonstrated
cooperative attitude toward industry are impressive.
An illustration of Linton's p rogressive spirit may be found in a
recently completed street lighting program. Eighty-seven lamps,
costing approximately $35,000, have been installed and placed in
operation. They greatly "improve the appearance of the city and
provide an additional safety factor for the night hours.
The attitude of the community toward ~dustrial development is a
somewhat intangible, but nonetheless, vital factor in attracting new
firms to the area. When a large industr ial firm moved into the
Linton area a few years ago, the street which connected the plant
with the nearest highway was inadequate. Local government officials
were unable to accept the lowest bid for construction of a new street
out of current funds. At this point, one local citizen personally
took the bid at the amount that local officials could spend and awarded
the contract to the firm which had been the low bidder. Later, voluntary contributions from several community leaders liquidated his
personal loss. Such action by the community is indicative of local
feeling toward new industry.

SECTION

10

RETAILING AND WHOLESALING

Shopping Facilities
The retail shopping facilities of Linton are loc ated , primarily ,
on East and West Vincennes Street, North and South Main Street,
and "A" Street North. The area c onsisting of retail stores exclusively
and those partially converted to retail use is shown in Figure 1 O.
The partially converted blocks are occupied by both retail and
wholesale firms, and these are the blo cks where future retail growth
is like ly to take place.
Some new construction and extensive modernization of interiors
and fronts of many of the older buildings create a generally favorable
impre ssion of the "downtown" shopping area. The newe st store
building is one completed early in 1955 for J. C . Penney and Company.
The building, which has approximately 7,200 square feet of se lling
space, cost more than $125,000. An attractive unit of a regional
apparel chain, Hirsch and Company of St. Louis, Missouri has
opened in the building formerly" occupied by the Penney Company.
In 1953, the G. C. Murphy Company store, operated by the limited
price variety chain of McKeesport, Pennsylvania, was remodeled
and enlarged. These three instances of nationally known retail
chains who have enlarged, remodeled, or opened new stores in
Linton recently illustrate the faith of their managements in Linton's
future .
According to the 1948 Census of Business, Linton had 133 retail
establishments. Using the Census classifications of "Kinds of
Businesses, " the number and estimated sales by each classification
are presented in Table 9.

63

Linton, Indiana

65

Figure 10
TABLE 9

LINTON'S RETAIL SHOPPING CENTER

SELECTED CLASSES OF RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS
IN LINTON

I ,:

Store Classification

Number in
1954 1

Sales in
1953 2

Food Stores
Drug Stores
Eating & Drinking Places
General Merchandise Stores
Apparel Stores
Home Furnishing Stores
Automotive Stores
Filling Stations
Building Material-Hardware

42
2
22
4
12
14
7
13
14

$2,208,000
233,000
562,000
759,000
495,000
655,000
1,558,000
635,000
784,000

lCompiled from Linton City Directory (Chillicothe, Ohio: MullinKille Company, 1954). 2Consumer Markets (Evanston, Illinois: Standard Rate and Data
Service, Inc., 1954) .
Appendix A contains a more detailed breakdown of the Census of
Business classifications showing the varieties of retail establishments
in Linton . Of course, the city has stores not enumerated in Appendix
A . They are categorized as "other" by the Census of Business and
include feed stores, jewelers, liquor stores, novelty stores, and
sporting goods outlets. In addition, Linton has numerous service
establishments.

11111111111

100 per cent retail

_

Less than 100 per cent retail

Source: Linton City Engineer's Office

Although most retail stores in Linton are independently operated,
several are chain units or are franchised by voluntary chain organizations. In addition to the P enney, Hirsch, and Murphy stores,
Linton has a Kroger Gro c ery Store and two IGA groceries. Also,
there are a Gamble dealer and a Western Auto Associate Store. One
of the drug stores is a Walgreen agency; the other is a Rexall store.
Singer and Pfaff sewing centers are in operation. There are Ford,
Chevrolet, Chrysler-Plymouth, Studebaker, Oldsmobile, Buick, and
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Pontiac automobile dealerships. This partial listing of retail businesses is indicative of the range of goods and services available .
In general, retail store hours are from 8: 30 a . m. to 5: 00 p. m.
Most establishments stay open until 8: 00 p . m. on Saturday evening
and close at 12 : 00 noon every Thursday. Business hours in surrounding
communities are similar to those in Linton.
The 1948 Census of Business indicated a retail work for c e of 406
and a yearly payroll of $611,000. The range in regular employment
per establishment is from one in the case of small stores to as many
as 25 in some of the larger ones.
Dual direction vehicular traffic is permitted on all city streets .
Although Linton has 3,378 registered automobiles, "downtown"
traffic is rarely heavy during weekdays. Nor is it ordinarily difficult to locate parking places in the business district which has parking meters. There are no commercially operated or city owned
parking lots or garages, but they do not seem to be needed.
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Citizens of Linton have more retail establishments than do the
residents of many other Indiana towns of similar or slightly larger
size. Since Linton is the largest city in Greene County, trade from
several surrounding communities tends to gravitate toward it. These
smaller communities, their distances from Linton, and their 1950
populations are shown below. Their locations in relation to Linton
are shown by Figure 11.
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Distance from Linton
Bloomfield .
Dugger .
Jasonville
Lyons
Switz City
Worthington
Newberry.
Sandborn.
Pleasantville.

13
7
9
9
6
13
16
10
9

miles.
miles.
miles.
miles.
miles.
miles.
miles.
miles.
miles.

TOTAL

1950 Population
.2,086
.1,204
.2,937
695
328
.1,627
340
602
200
10,019

U6s.x<*JJ<*r
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Including Linton, the 1950 population of the townships comprising
Linton's primary retail trading area was approximately 29,092.
In addition, some merchants who advertise extensively report that,
during sales, they draw trade from a considerable wider area than
that outlined on Figure 11. On the other hand, a few merchants in
the surrounding smaller communities actively solicit trade in Linton
as evidenced by their newspaper and telephone directory advertising. 1

Nearby Major Shopping Centers
Linton residents who desire a greater selection of goods than are
available locally may travel to major urban shopping centers in other
parts of Indiana or in adjacent states. Linton is 42 miles from
Bloomington (population: 28,163) which is the site of Indiana University ,
45 miles from Terre Haute (population: 64,214), 35 miles from
Vincennes (population: 18,831), 95 miles from Evansville (population :
128,636), 85 miles from the state capital, Indianapolis (population:
427,173), and 228 miles from Chicago (population: 3,620,962).2 The
relationship of these population centers to Linton is illustrated by
Figure 2. Paved highways link Linton to these and the other cities
shown in Figure 11.

Wholesale Facilities
There are 11 wholesalers in Linton. The 1948 Census of Business
listed 13 such establishments with sales of $1,751,000 and a yearly
payroll of $109,000 . Their names, addresses, number of employees,
and the kind of business in which each is engaged are enumerated in
Appendix B. Five of these concerns operate exclusively as wholesalers, while the other six are hybrid wholesalers operating partially
at retail.
Wholesalers' areas of operation extend from 30 miles in the case
of a fr uit and vegetable, grocery, or tobacco jobber to as much as
150 miles for a paper and novelty or a sporting goods whol esal er.
Linton' s s p orting good s wholesaler ingeniously has outfitted two

1B loomfi e ld , Dugg er , a n d J asonville clas sifie d a dverti s i ng an d
telephon e numbe r s are i n corp orate d into th e L i n ton directory .
2 1950 Ce nsus fi g u re s are c ite d .
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tru c ks and us es them as mobile showrooms in various parts of the
state. Appro ximately 70 per cent of his volume consists of fishing
tackle .

Nearby Major Wholesale Centers
In addition t o the wholesale houses in Linton, retailers have several
nearby s our c es of supply which they may use . Depending upon their
busine ss , some order merchandise from Chicago, Indianapolis ,
T e rre Haute , or St. L ouis . Othe rs order from conc erns in Evansville
or Louisville .
Because of the short di s tanc es from Linton to major wholesale
cente rs in the Middl e West, new fashions and other up - to-date m e rchandis e can be se c ured quickly by Linton's store s.

APPENDIX

71

Linton, Indiana

Indiana Business Information Bulletin

70

A

APPENDIX

Selected Classes of Retail Establishments in Linton, Indiana

B

Wholesale Establishments in Linton, Indiana

1. Food Group
Groceries
Bakers
Cream Stations
Dairies
Fruits & Vegetables
Meat Markets
Candy
Confectioners

31
2
1
1
1
1
1
4
42

6. Home Furnishing
Stores
5
4
1

Furniture
Electrical Appliances
Floor Covering
Television
Upholstery

1
3

14
7. Automobile Dealers

2. Drug Stores

8. Filling Stations

4. General Merchandise
Stores

A & H Commission Company.
Vegetables. Six employees.

2.

Daisy Cigar Company. 40 East Vincennes Street. Candies,
tobaccos , fountain supplies. Four full-time employees and
two part-time employees.

3.

Edington Paper Company, Inc. 146 South Main Street.
paper and novelties. Four employees.

4.

Ellis and Company.

5.

Johnson Feed and Supply Company.
and farm supplies. Six employees.

6.

Ladson Wholesale Distributor.
Goods. Four employees .

7.

Linton Auto Supply, Inc. 97 South Main Street.
supplies . Eight employees.

8.

Linton Beverage Company.
employees.

679 South Main Street.

9.

Socony Mobil Oil Company.
One employee.

2nd Street, S. W.

369 A Street, S. E.

190 A Street, N. W.

Feeds.

Fruits &

Wrapping

Eight employees .

2

3. Eating & Drinking
Places
Cafes
Taverns

7

l.

13

9. Building MaterialHardware
13
9
22

3

2

l:lardware
Lumber
Paint & Wallpaper
Plumbing & Heating

2

3
7

14

60 A Street, N. W.

77 South Main Street.

Feeds

Sporting

Automotive

Beer.

Two

5. Appare\ Stores
.Men's & Boys'
Clothing
Women's Clothing
Manufacturer's Retail
Outlet
Shoes

4
3
1
4

12

Source: Linton City Directory (Chillicothe, Ohio : Mullin-Kille
Company, 1954)-.-

10.

Standard Oil Company. 689 South Main Street.
products. One employee.

11.

Valley Distributing Company.
Groceries. Two employees .

Petroleum products .

Petroleum

60 West Vincennes Street.

Source: Compiled from interview data and from The Indiana Industrial
DirectClry (Indianapolis: The Indiana State Chamber of Commerce,
1954).

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Indiana Business Review
Order from the Bureau of Business Research.
Indiana Business Reports
No. 13 Research Needs of Business During the 50's. Arthur E. Warner,
Editor. 1950. 25 cents.
No . 14 Fourth S chool of Business Alumni Conference . Arthur E.
Warner, Editor. 1950. 25 cents.
No . 1G Marketing: Current Problems and Theories . Schuyler F. Otteson.

1953. $2.75.
No. 17

No. 18
No. 19

Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual Institute on Hospital AccOllnting, Summer 1954. $1.25. Order from American Association of Hospital Accountants, 224 Alexander Street, Rochester,
7, New York.
The Use of Corporate Filwncial Statements and Related Data
by Orga llized Labor. Wilbur F. Pillsbury. 1954. $1.50.
Methods of Agency Continuation. John Douglas Long. 1955.
$2.00. Order from Indiana Association of Insurance Agents, 510
Chamber oi Commerce Building, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Indiana Business Studies
No. 33 Land Uses ill Bloomington, Indiana, 1818-1950. Robert O.
Harvey. 1951. $1.00.
No. 35 The Marketing of Prefabricated Houses. Gordon J. Chapman.

1953. $1.00.

No. 36
No. 37
No. 38

The Gulf, Mobile and Ohio. James H . Lemly. 1953. $5.00.
Order from Richard D . Irwin, Inc., Homewood, Illinois.
.Mobile H omes, The Growth and Business Practices of the
Industry. Taylor W. Meloan. 1954. $4.00. Order from Richard
D . Irwin, Inc., Homewood, Illinois.
Th e Mark eting of Sugar. Jack T. Turner. 1955 . $4.50. Order
from Ri chard D. Irwin, Inc., Homewood, Illinois.

Indiana Business Information Bulletins
No . 2 Mana geme nt Organiza tion for a Sound Personnel Relat.ions
Program. John F. Mee. 1950. $.25.
No. 7 What YOli Should Know about the Fair Labor Standards Act.
Thomas J. Luck. 1950. $.25.
No. 8 H ow Color Can Increase Your Productivity. Robert B. Fetter.

1950.
No . 16

$.25.

Proceedill gs of the Conference on Graduate Stu.d)1 in Business
and Economics . John Long and Jack T. Turner, Editors. 1953.

$.25.
No. 17
No. 18
No . 19
No. 20
No. 21
No. 22

What You Shou.ld Know about Collective Bargaining Negotiatiolls. Fred Witney, 1953. $.25.
S)I/topsis of the Indiana General Corporation Act. Harold F.
Lusk. 1953. $.25.
Plalwillg for Job Evaluation. Edgar G. Williams. 1953 . $.25.
What You. Should Know about Administrative Communication.
Keith Davis. 1954. $.25.
Pl"Oceedin gs of the Indiana Industrial Development Conference,
March 22, 23, 1954. W. George Pinnell, Editor. $.25.
Recent Developments in Economic Forecasting . John P. Lewis.

1955 . $.25.
No. 23
No. 24

The College Graduat.e ill the American Economy, 1970 . Wallace
O . Yod er, Editor. 1955. $.50 .
IIld1lStriai Location Analysis of Lillton, Illdiana. W. George
Pinnell, Taylor W. M eloan, and Charles H . Spencer. 1955.

$1.00.
Ind:a!1a Case Studies in Business
No. 1 Cases 011 the Development and Financing of Home COllstruction .
Rob ert O. Harvey. 1954. $1.00.
No . 2 Cases ill the Mana ge ment. of Smail, Family-controlled Manufactu rin g B1ISinesses. Grant H. Calder. 1954. $1.00.
No. 3 Cases ill Brallch Plallt Personllel Management. Robert H. '
Cojeen. 1955. $1.00.
Order from Indian a University Bookstore unless otherwise indicated.
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